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A few weeks ago, as I was doing some journaling to God, I reﬂected on the
years of “F” Street Neighborhood Church. Going into our 6th year of ministry, in 2020, we know not what it will bring, and I never would have imagined many of the things that are happening here today.
I have included a highlight or two of the history (albeit a short one) of “F”
Street Church.
2013 - We found out that the St. Paul United Church of Christ was preparing to close its doors, a:er over 100 years of ministry in their neighborhood. Of course, their closing was not our goal, but it seemed like an opportunity for a dream. Years previous, there were prayers for a church in
this neighborhood. We saw God’s hand in the <ming, both in the networks
that had been built (that would ul<mately support the start- up of this
church) and the people that God had brought together to make that happen.
We also found a donor, who was willing to ﬁnancially take the cost of purchasing the building. On November 3, we were informed that we would be
given the opportunity to begin a church, a:er Easter of 2014.
2014 – We started with a group of people from the Northern Lighthouse,
and others who joined in to see what God had in store for us.

Calendar for January 2020
1st: New Year’s Day
2nd: 6:30pm FoodNet
4th: Happy Birthday Sarah Dicter, Sara Watson
5th: Sunday Service
7th: 6am Prayer; 7:30pm Freedom Through Christ
8th: Happy Birthday Amber Schmeekle
9th: 6:30pm FoodNet
11th: Happy Birthday Kenneth Cur!s
12th: Sunday Service’ Happy Birthday Kyle Raney
14th: 6am Prayer; 7:30pm Freedom Through Christ
15th: 6pm Youth Group
16th: 6:30pm FoodNet
19th: Sunday Service
20th: Happy Birthday Nexa Hols!en, Troy Parolek
21st: 6am Prayer; 7:30pm Freedom Through Christ
23rd: 6:30pm FoodNet
26th: Sunday Service
28th: 6am Prayer; 7:30pm Freedom Through Christ
29th: Happy Birthday Bre' Wood
30th: 6:30pm FoodNet
31st: Happy Birthday Asher Schmeekle
Please keep us up to date on birthdays & anniversaries! If you
aren’t sure that we have your informaon, talk to Jane Mailand
or simply ﬁll out a Welcome Card and hand it to her. In addion, if your address, phone, or email has changed, let Jane
know.

On April 21, we purchased the building, and had our ﬁrst worship service
here the following Sunday. We set June 1 as
our ﬁrst service, hoping
that we would have
some things in place by
that <me to make us
look like we were ready
to connect to the people of our neighborhood.
“F” Street Neighborhood Church was oﬀ and running, and soon other
churches were joining us: Jacobs Well, and the Hispanic Church, both with
whom we share our building.
2015 – This part may seem like a story of Beth, and our family. But to me, it
has signiﬁcance in our ministry here at “F” Street Church, because, in late
November, God began guiding us to move into this neighborhood (not
something we originally planned). By the end of February, a:er lots of
prayer, and council, we purchased our home, along with the neighboring
duplex, and move our family just a few blocks from the church. It has been
one of the great, unforeseen, beau<es of God - to move us here, and to call
this great neighborhood our home. We moved in (a:er lots of support
from many - helping to remodel the homes) on the Saturday before Easter.
Other things took place, like the giving of space for FoodNet, that distributes food to many in our neighborhood each week.
2016 – Due to a strong desire to fulﬁll the call that
God has given to the church - to be a place that
equips people for ministry, Immerse was started in the summer of 2016. A
star<ng point, if you will, that brings in student from all over the U.S., to
Lincoln, to be Immersed in ministry and discipled. This ministry has served
thousands of hours in our neighborhood and with community organiza<ons.
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the 5 C’s (Christ, Community, Character, Calling and Competencies). Calling, and Competencies can o:en be neglected in the
spiritual growth of individuals. We take salva<on, we like community, we know our character needs to change. However, do
we willingly go where God has called us, loving those that he
has called us to and are we growing in our skills to be beIer
prepared for ministry at any level?

2017 – It could seem that there was liIle that was going on in
2017, but God was star<ng something that, again, we had no
idea where it could lead. We were given the free (always a favored word here at “F” Street Church) use of a building, on 8th
and D, by Redeemer Lutheran Church. It was an incredible gi:,
to say the least, and soon became the home
of our Youth Ministries, and some small group
ac<vi<es. It was also the year that we started
something else I am thrilled that we oﬀer as a
church: The Lincoln School of Ministry. That fall, in connec<on
with Jacobs Well, we were able to launch LSOM as a core part of
our process to equip people for ministry.

The Lincoln School of Ministry is designed to be a great star<ng
point for any follower of Jesus who is commiIed to a local body
of believers, and who is already engaged in ministry.
Our next trimester starts January 2, and meets every Thursday
night for 10 weeks. This trimester covers public speaking, care
giving, and evangelism. If interested you can speak with me or
pick up an applica<on on the back table. Cost is $100 per trimester. Applica<on are due December 29.

2018 – With the gi: of the Redeemer
Building came more dreams, and the clear
need to be able to walk with people in
their <mes of need. Soon we were praying and seeing God’s leading us to start another ministry that,
although is a separate 501c3, has great <es to our church: ALTAS.

Advent Pain!ng: Jesus is Be'er Than
Jean Stryker

God connected us with the founder, and soon a board of directors. Then, along came Brody, who we had no idea would serve
the neighborhood in such a great way, as the Director of ATLAS.
In August ATLAS was launched.

This year, at “F” Street Neighborhood Church, our theme for
Advent has been “Jesus is BeIer Than.” Each week, our sermons have been showing how Jesus is beIer than the prophets,
the angels, Moses, the priests. Each week, we’ve emphasized
2019 – Although, already star<ng in May of tradi<onal Advent themes of hope, joy, peace, and love with the
2018, with a call from a local landlord wan<ng ligh<ng of a candle in the advent wreath and the tes<mony of
to know if we were s<ll interested in star<ng a one of our “F” Street Church family.
Thri: Store, it was ﬁnally a reality in June of In an aIempt to put all of these themes into an image that
2019. There are many, too many to list, who gave of <me and brings them into the present day, and applies them to what
resources to get the Transforma<ons Thri: Store open, and to- many of us experience in life, ar<st Jean Stryker worked on a
day it serves the neighborhood, connects people to Jesus, and pain<ng throughout the Advent season. The pain<ng was develwill begin to be a funding source for ATLAS.
oped layer by layer, taking clearer form with each passing week
We also have seen our new Residency program making an im- and causing everyone (even the ar<st) to wonder what it would
pact on the lives of young leaders, and helping us to serve the look like in the end. But, beyond catching our interest, what was
the meaning of this artwork?
neighborhood that God has called us to.
In our search for the hope, joy, peace, and love promised during
Advent, the world oﬀers us all sorts of op<ons. A loIery <cket
might oﬀer a sort of hope. Alcohol and drugs might be seen as a
way to ﬁnd happiness and peace. Social media is a way to ﬁnd
connec<on and acceptance. Use of these subs<tu<ons for true
hope, joy, peace and love eventually reveals them to be an illusion. Far more is spent on loIery <ckets than is ever given in
prizes, and paychecks evaporate in the pursuit of wealth that
never comes. Alcohol and drugs destroy countless lives. Social
media oﬀers a weak subs<tute for true rela<onships; a:er
hours spent online, we are lonelier than when we ﬁrst sat down
at the computer.

2020 – Of course, we have some ideas of what could happen in
2020, and we stand wai<ng in prayer, We are even beginning to
work towards new ventures, things from a parade in our neighborhood, to the purchase of the twelve-plex next door.
I can really just say that I stand in amazement at what God has
already done, and look forward to what God can con<nue to do
as we seek to serve him. Of course, this states liIle about each
of the many people that God has provided in the journey, and
his overall faithfulness to provide for us as a church.

Thanks for being a part of the journey, I look forward to what
God can do when we together worship him, trust him, and remain faithful to him.
In the Advent pain<ng, Jesus in a hoodie (with scars on his
hands) is carrying out the trash, which contains items represen<ng fake answers to our real needs. PuNng Jesus in a hoodie
is a reminder that he is a real person who could be a part of our
lives. He’s willing to take out the trash in our lives, to free us
from our reliance on the world’s fake solu<ons to our deep
Jeﬀ Heerspink, Pastor
needs. He gives us something far more sa<sfying: himself. The
I want to encourage you to consider being a part of the Lincoln hope, joy, peace and love that Jesus oﬀers are beIer than what
School of Ministry, as a means to grow in your rela<onship with the world oﬀers. Jesus is “beIer than”. He is the only true hope,
Jesus. We believe that to be a disciple means that we live out authen<c joy, perfect peace, and unfailing love.

Lincoln School of Ministry
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con<nue to serve “F” Street Neighborhood Church the same
as I have always done. I am hoping to spread out a liIle in
ministry, to get to know more of you. I will con<nue to serve
as the Benevolence Oﬃcer, and answer the phones every
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday from 10:00 a.m. un<l
2:00 p.m., unless I get called out for a visit or other necessary call. I will be adding a couple of new members to the
Benevolence Ministry as of February 2020. At that <me I will
introduce you all to those beau<ful people.

Why the Table? Savannah Clapper
We want to be a family that gathers around the table together,
that eats together, that celebrates, and hurts together - to
invest into one another in a way
that radically changes how we
think and act. That is what we are about here at “F” Street
Neighborhood Church. It is why we are in the neighborhood, and
why we gather the last week of every month to eat. We want to
sit around a table, share stories, hear about one another's
weeks, and grow together.
My hope is that this isn’t just a place where you come to eat and
get warm, but through the conversa<ons and the love of Jesus,
you con<nue to stay warm and be ﬁlled with the Spirit. We
aren’t just scooping out food, though this is a great perk, we are
scooping out love.

2.

3.

2. I will con<nue to facilitate classes at N.L. for the R.I.P.
program, and may be adding some new people to that endeavor as well. Come February, I hope to introduce them to
all of you.
3. I also hope to add myself to some new programs as well,
so hopefully I will see more of you more o:en.
The posi<on of Health Minister will open up new opportuni<es for many others who would like to begin helping those
in need here at “F” Street Neighborhood Church. If you have
a desire to help in this way, please call me at 402-435-3673.
If I am not available, please leave me your name, phone
number, and the best <me to call you back, and we will
make a connec<on. I sincerely hope there are a few good
people looking to serve in this capacity.

Consider joining us the last Sunday of every month for a meal.
Consider helping out (you can ask Savannah how), or really think
about what you can contribute to the table. Are you bringing
food to contribute? Great! Are you bringing burdens? Please
share. Are you bringing ears to listen? Please do. We hope that
through all of our hurts and joys, we simply come to the table, I believe that this new year, 2020, will open many new opportugrow in connec<ons, learn to love our neighbors beIer. Let’s be ni<es for as many as will look to serve.
more than the food, let’s be community.
"Jesus said to him, if you can believe, all things are possible to
him who believes." Mark 9:23

Get to Know Sco' Sco' Wiese

Hello everyone! You may have seen me around “F” Street Neighborhood Church, here and there. My name is ScoI Wiese, and
have been aIending here for about ﬁve years now. I have been
given the wonderful opportunity to become a team leader for
the audio and visual team. My job is to make everything in the
background work as smoothly as possible. If we are doing our
job right, you shouldn’t even realize we’re there!

"He is generous, he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever; his strength shall be exalted with honor.” Psalm
112:9
"And now abides faith, hope and charity; but the greatest of
these is charity." 1 Corinthians 13:13

I am looking forward to serving “F. Street Neighborhood Church
as your Health Minister in 2020 and onward. God's blessings to
One of my personal joys about this opportunity, is how quickly it each and everyone of you. I truly hope and pray that we can get
changed my view of going to church to praise God. It’s not just a to know each other even beIer.
responsibility to aIend church; that perspec<ve makes it seem Your Health Minister,
like a burden. I have been given the opportunity to connect with
other people that care, and the apprecia<on that everyone Barbara J. Douglas HMFSNC
shows, allows me to truly feel like I belong. Before now, I had
always struggled with making connec<ons and commitments,
but with the opportuni<es that God has given me, I want to focus on improving myself and everything around me. In healthy Thursday Group: 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Keith Morrissey’s home.
rela<onships, both sides improve for the beIer. With God, I Contact Keith Morrissey, 402-525-4897.
have faith that he is providing those rela<onships to build upon.
Sunday Group: 12:00-1:00 p.m. at “F” Street Church. Contact
Keith Morrissey, 402-525-4897.

Community Groups

Health Ministry Corner
Barb Douglas, Health Minister

Happy and blessed New Year to you all. The weather has been
kind, for the most part. The end of 2019 has been really quite
nice. I am looking forward to seeing what 2020 is going to bring.
I wanted to update all of you on some changes that will be taking place in the new year.
1.

I have oﬃcially re<red my license for nursing. So I will no
longer oﬃcially be called your parish nurse. However, I will 3

Sunday Group: 5:30-7:30 p.m. at Art & Kayla Wilson’s home.
Contact them, 402-318-4968.

