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Calendar for November 2018 

 

1st:  6:30pm FoodNet 

2nd:  Happy Birthday Kyle Raney 

4th:  Sunday Service 

5th:  Happy Birthday Jaime Alcaraz 

6th: 6am Prayer; 7:30pm Freedom Through 

Christ; Happy Birthday Madeline Mailand 

7th:  6pm Youth Group 

8th:  6:30pm FoodNet 

11th:  Sunday Service; Happy Birthday 

Natalia Fuller 

13th:  6am Prayer; 7:30pm Freedom Through 

Christ 

14th:  6pm Youth Group 

15th:  6:30pm FoodNet; Happy Birthday 

Melissa Loos, Christopyer Wagy 

17th: Happy Birthday Robert Johnson 

18th:  Sunday Service; Happy Birthday 

Jim McFarland 

19th:  Happy Birthday Schyler Bertalot 

20th:  6am Prayer; 7:30pm Freedom Through 

Christ; Happy Birthday Donna Mann-Tucker 

21st:  6pm Youth Group 

22nd:  6:30pm FoodNet 

24th:  Happy Birthday Ramon Gable 

26th:  Sunday Service 

30th:  Happy Birthday Brian Ellio/ 

 
 

Please keep us up to date on birthdays &  anniver-

saries!  If you aren’t sure that we have your infor-

ma�on, talk to Jane Mailand or simply fill out a 

Welcome Card and hand it to her.  In addi�on, if 

your address, phone, or email has changed, let Jane 

know.  

 

Ever wonder how things work in a 

church?  Or more specifically, how they 

work at “F” Street Church? In this short 

space, I hope to give to you a be6er 

understanding of just how things work.   

Jesus.  The top of our church structure 

is Jesus.  That means that we strive to 

listen to him in prayer and for discern-

ment, believing fully that he is ac;ve in 

the workings of our church and has a 

plan for us.  It means we hold up the 

scriptures to be our guide, and recog-

nize that we will be accountable to him.   

Elders.  The elders are the ones respon-

sible to make sure we are teaching ac-

curately about God. They are to be ded-

icated to praying for the church and 

teaching the word of God.  Although we 

hope that at any ;me there are a num-

ber of people who are qualified to be 

elders, there are few who are called to 

serve.  We strive to keep the number of 

elders small.     

Staff.  The staff is accountable to the 

elders. They teach and serve the body 

in a way that advances the kingdom and 

builds up the believers.  Our staff is 

there to fulfill a specific role at the 

church that we know needs a6en;on, 

and is more than a volunteer should be 

expected to do.   

Teams.  Each team at “F” Street Church 

is serving a specific func;on that is im-

portant to fulfilling the vision of this 

body of believers.  We desire that each 

team be led by a team leader who ful-

fills the requirements of a spiritual lead-

er.  This is where we desire everyone to 

be involved in helping us to be a place 

of acceptance and direc;on.   

If you want to learn more about where 

you can serve at “F” Street Neighbor-

hood Church, please pick up a “Want to 

Serve” flyer on the back table of the 

church or speak to one of our staff to-

day.  

Time	Change:		Next Sunday (November 4} is the TIME 

to role your clocks back one hour.  That means you can sleep in.  

Do not forget to enjoy that extra hour! 

Into	the	Streets	
Brody M. Van Roekel 
 

A couple months ago I did a brief write-up concerning the new “Into the Streets” 

team star;ng at “F” Street Neighborhood Church. The vision behind this team is to 

reach people on the street in our city, build rela;onships, and bless folks with some 

basic-necessity products.  

AHer some prayer and planning over the last couple months, we’re going to jump in 

as the seasons shiH to colder temperatures. I’m planning on walking streets with 

blessing-bags on Thursday evenings star;ng in November. We’ll be heading out from 

the “F” Street Church building at 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, November 1. The forecast  

says, “chilly and rainy,” so adjustments may be necessary.  But we’ll cross that bridge 

when we get there.  

If you’re interested in bea;ng streets and reaching folks in our community, I’d enjoy 

having company. Get ahold of me at 712.441.5403 or b.m.vanroekel@gmail.com and 

I’ll make sure to keep you in the loop. 



Shape	Groups 
 

Solid Ground, Men’s Study: 

Mondays, 7:00-8:30 p.m. in the 

Redeemer Bldg., 745 D St. 

 

Community Group: 

Tuesdays, 6:00-8:00 p.m. in the 

Redeemer Bldg., 745 D St. 

Each session begins with a potluck. 

 

Connec4on Group:  

Thursdays, 7:00-9:00 p.m. at Keith 

Morrissey’s home, 1750 Prospect. 

Contact Keith at 402.525.4897 

 

Women’s Group: 

Saturday mornings at the Meadow-

lark Coffee Shop, 1624 South St. 

ATLAS	of	Lincoln:			

November	Update	
Brody M. Van Roekel, Resident Pastor 
 

90 days old! Three months of blessings and challenges. A quarter year of existence for 

Atlas of Lincoln. Every day we take new steps forward, connec;ng with new opportuni-

;es to serve, new ministries and churches with which to partner, and new followers of 

Christ to equip.  

A few weeks ago, I had the privilege of siMng at a booth during the Project Homeless 

Connect outreach event at Pinnacle Bank Arena. It was cool connec;ng with so many 

community organiza;ons serving so many people. It was even more fun chaMng with 

folks from across Lincoln, who were being served by the event.  

One lady in par;cular s;cks out in my mind. Her name is Lisa. She walked shyly up to our 

booth and asked about what Atlas does. I explained it briefly to her and she told me 

about her situa;on. Lisa and her husband live 90 minutes away, but their son Joshua 

lives in Lincoln. Joshua suffers from schizophrenia and has a history of violence. Lisa said 

that she and her husband were at a loss for how to help Joshua. She also talked about 

how she was afraid to go over to Joshua’s apartment, but also men;oned how worried 

they are about their son. I offered to meet with Lisa and talk about how to proceed with 

Joshua. She brightened and asked how much it would cost. She was surprised when I told 

her Atlas services are free. I gave her my card and she said she would call. 

She called me on Monday and we’re scheduled to meet later this week (I’m currently 

wri;ng this on Tuesday). I don’t know how the mee;ng will go, I don’t know how best to 

help Joshua. Maybe he just needs someone to talk to regularly. Maybe professional help 

is necessary. Probably both and then some. We want Joshua to get the help he needs. 

We want to give hope to Lisa and her husband for their son. We want to be a place to go 

when people like Lisa don’t know where else to turn.  

During our chat at the Homeless Connect event, Lisa said she didn’t know why she 

walked into the building that day. She doesn’t even live in Lincoln. For some reason, she 

said she just walked into Pinnacle Bank Arena that Tuesday aHernoon. Praise God for the 

Spirit, who is alive and vibrant and moving in our community, leading folks like Lisa to us. 

Praise God for a mee;ng in which we might offer hope to Lisa and help to Joshua. Praise 

God for the opportunity to serve in a community with much need. While I’m nervous for 

the mee;ng as I have no idea what to do either, I’m thankful for and blessed by the 

chance to touch lives for Christ. 

Our needs remain the same. We need your prayers. You can sign up for our monthly 

prayer email on our website at h6ps://www.atlaslincoln.org/get-involved. We need 

mentors. If you are interested in being a mentor, you can contact Brody at 712.441.5403 

or b.m.vanroekel@gmail.com. We have a training coming up in December. We need you 

to give. Your dona;ons will make it possible to expand our staff, expand our footprint in 

the community, and expand our ability to help more people daily. We can offer ac-

ceptance and direc;on to help our brothers and sisters when they fall, but we need your 

help. Consider suppor;ng Atlas today. 

“F”	Street	Church		

Giving	and	Offerings	
 

Great job “F” Street Neighborhood 

Church! 

We have con;nued to be above our 

budgeted local giving.  Thanks to 

everyone who con;nues to honor 

God and help “F” Street Church be a 

place of acceptance and direc;on, 

through the giving of your finances.   

September giving was $5182. Our 

budgeted amount was $4500.   

Year-to-date giving is $41,445.27. 

Our budgeted amount was $40,500. 

November special offering, Novem-

ber 4, is for Chad and Julie Resser 

ministering in Spain.  



Resident	Meditations	
 

Brody M. Van Roekel, Resident Pastor 

	

“Christ above us, Christ beneath us, // Christ beside us, Christ within us. // Invisible we see you, Christ above us. // With earthly 

eyes we see above us, // clouds or sunshine, grey or bright. // But with the eye of faith // we know you reign, // ins;nct in the sun 

ray, // speaking in the storm, // warming and moving all crea;on, // Christ above us…” - Rev. George MacLeod 

So writes George MacLeod, a twen;eth-century ScoMsh clergyman. MacLeod, thoughSul and unconven;onal, adapts the words 

from the prayer of the famed Irish missionary, St. Patrick. The prayer, known as “St. Patrick’s Breastplate,” describes the far-

reaching expanse of God in all things. Tradi;on holds that Patrick penned the prayer before speaking to an Irish king about following 

Christ. The “breastplate” alludes to the Armor of God, described by St. Paul in his le6er to the Ephesians, called on by St. Patrick for 

protec;on in his mission to the Irish isle. 

The coverage that Patrick illustrates is read as all-encompassing like Paul’s armor. Line aHer line, the Irish saint writes different ways 

in which Christ meets him, and us. Christ is with us, before us, behind, in, beneath, above, on our right and leH, in every eye and in 

every ear. In his prayer, Patrick represents a wider tradi;on of Cel;c spirituality that is closely ;ed to the spirituality we see in the 

Gospel according to John. The spirituality of St. John sees God in all things, around all things, 

through all things. Johannian spirituality stands opposite the spirituality of St. Peter, one 

based on the ins;tu;on of the church and the structures and leadership therein.  

The spirituality of St. John and St. Peter are simply different sides of the same coin and equally 

necessary. Peter calls us to see Christ through the Church and in the celebra;on of events like com-

munion and bap;sm. John calls us to see Christ throughout the en;rety of crea;on.  

MacLeod’s prayerful lines touch the heart of John’s spirituality. He repeats the lines of St. Patrick, 

“Christ above us…beneath us…beside us… within us.” He also expands them, though, recogniz-

ing that we can see the glory of Christ in the beauty of Crea;on. Think of the sunrises and sunsets we’re privileged to see. Imagine 

the summer storms that roll through the Nebraska plains. Glory and majesty and complexity and absolute beauty the likes of which 

we can only begin to appreciate.  

Even the changing of seasons are reason to pause and behold the majesty of the God we serve. We get to watch it happen in real 

;me. The leaves changes, the fields grow brown, the days shorten. Where do you see God in the crea;on around you? In the end-

lessly complex colors upon an autumn tree? In an apprecia;on for knowing why those trees are even changing color?  

I love this ;me of year because I like to sit back and watch as the beau;ful fall colors start to pop. I’m not smart enough to under-

stand why or how it happens. But even then, I get to appreciate all the processes, unknown to me, by which fall colors happen. My 

earthly eyes might only see above me the oranges and reds and yellows. My eyes of faith, though, might just be able see a Creator 

worth apprecia;ng, worth loving, and worth serving. We only need look long enough with eyes of faith to see the amazing God we 

serve all around us.  

Now	Hiring	at	“F”	Street	Neighborhood	Church	
 

We have all seen the signs in windows and at the curb adver;sing for people to come in and apply for a job.  Well, here is your sign. 

We are now flying the sign leMng people, who are a part of “F” Street Church, know that we are hiring.  In fact we are hiring four 

new employees.  Seriously.   

These four  individuals  are to be Team Developers.   Each of the four part-;me posi;ons should average about five hours a week (or 

20 hours a month).  The pay is $250 a month.  Each Team Developer is responsible for a specific area of ministry.   

Church Structure Team Developer:  This person will oversee the teams that handle the facili;es and finances that make “F” Street 

Neighborhood Church possible. 

Celebra4ons Team Developer:  This individual will oversee the teams that help us to worship (primarily Sunday Morning).   

Connec4ons Team Developer:   The one who oversees this area will be working with areas of discipleship.   

Community Team Developer:  These teams are focused on reaching out into the community.   

Applica;ons are available on the back table of church along with the unique job descrip;ons for each posi;on.  Applica;ons, along 

with a resume, are due no later than Sunday November 11.  



Elders 

Jeff Heerspink, Pastor 
 

The current Elders of “F” Street Neighborhood Church are planning to add at least one new elder to the team.  At this ;me, Keith 

Morrissey, Tad Stryker, and Pastor Jeff Heerspink, serve as elders.   

Our process requires that members of “F” Street Church (defined as having a rela;onship with Jesus, and are ac;ve in giving, 

serving and a6ending this church), nominate individuals who they perceive as mee;ng the qualifica;ons as listed in 1 Timothy 3, 

and Titus 1.  For your convenience, we are lis;ng here the qualifica;ons from our Elder Document for you to read.  If you know of 

men who meet these requirements,  please fill out a nomina;on card.  These cards are located in the back of church.  Please turn 

cards in by Sunday, November 11.   

AHer the names are collected, the current elders will prayerfully select one or more individuals to join the “F” Street Church  

team of elders.  Those individuals will be informed of the role and requirements, and asked to prayerfully consider joining the 

elders.  Their names will then be presented to the congrega;on, who will be given ;me to share any concerns and/or reasons for 

these men to not  serve as elders.  If there be no reason for them not to stand, they will then be installed as elders some;me 

around the new year.   

This is an important process and we ask that everyone please be in prayer for this process.   

 At “F” Street Neighborhood Church, a biblical leader is someone who exemplifies these character quali4es: 

Above reproach / blameless (I Tim 3:2, Titus 1:6 NIV).   

Husband of one wife (I Tim 3:2, Titus 1:6).   

Temperate (I Tim 3:2), self controlled (I Tim 3:2, Titus 1:8), upright, holy and disciplined (Titus 1:8) 

Respectable (I Tim 3:2), hospitable (I Tim 3:2, Titus 1:8).   

Not overbearing (Titus 1:7), not given to drunkenness (I Tim 3:3, Titus 1:7), not violent but gentle (I Tim 3:3, Titus 3:7), not 

quarrelsome (I Tim 3:3) or not quick tempered (Titus 1:7), not a lover of money (I Tim 3:3) or not pursue dishonest gain 

(Titus 1:7).   

Able to teach (I Tim 3:2).  He must hold firmly to the trustworthy message as it has been taught, so that he can encourage oth-

ers by sound doctrine and refute those who oppose it (Titus 1:9).   

He must manage his own family well and see that his children obey him with proper respect. (If anyone does not know how to 

manage his own family, how can he take care of God's church?) (I Tim 3:4-5, Titus 1:6). 

He must not be a recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil (I Tim 3:6). 

He must also have a good reputa4on with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and into the devil's trap (I Tim 3:7).   

Lover of what is good (Titus 1:8). 

In addi4on, it is important that each of the elders also meet the following requirements that are specific to accomplish the  

ministry of “F” Street Neighborhood Church, understanding and living out of the mission and vision of “F” Street Neighbor-

hood Church. 

11.2.  As Elders, we acknowledge and prayerfully work toward growth in the following areas: 

Our rela;onship to Christ 

Our involvement with the Community 

Our Character 

Our sense of Calling 

Our Competency 



Hello Dear Family at “F” St. Neighborhood Church,s 

Oh my gosh - is ;me passing quickly! It’s nearly Thanksgiving, 

soon to be followed by Christmas.  Well, let’s not get ahead of 

ourselves, we all need this ;me to slow down and smell the 

fresh air. Hasn't God sent us a beau;ful autumn so far? I have 

definitely been outside walking and enjoying this great weather 

while we have it, and I hope the rest of you are finding ;me to 

do the same.  

There has been a beau;ful addi;on to the Washington House 

porch...a new glider swing! I am home most evenings and 

would dearly love the company of anyone who would like to 

just sit on the swing and have a cup of hot tea with me. Right 

now, of course, we would be in compe;;on with the road con-

struc;on—but how long can that possibly last?  (Hahaha,) So, 

please consider coming out to the corner of 13th and Washing-

ton and joining me. 

The cold weather will soon be upon us, so here are a few sug-

ges;ons to keep warm and healthy. Wear clothing appropriate 

for the weather. If this is a problem, and you need a coat or 

other kinds of warmer clothing, here a a few places here in Lin-

coln that offer free clothing: 

1. Middle Cross Church, located at 2600 N.70th St.; phone 

(402)466-8489. Call for hours of opera;on. 

2. Ma6 Talbot is located at 2121 N. 27th St.;  phone (402)477-

4116. Call to make sure the free clothing is available. 

3. Catholic Social Services ThriH store located at 2201 O St.; 

phone (402)474-1600. Call for hours of opera;on. 

Of course, the Salva;on Army ThriH Stores are always there 

with a good bargain. There are several thriH stores in the neigh-

borhood. Soon, there will be a new one, sponsored by “F” St. 

Neighborhood Church, on 14th and B Streets.  Be watching for 

the announcement of the opening. 

Check out the back table for a list of FoodNets all over Lincoln, 

happening everyday of the week - to fill your pantry, or fridge, 

or just to augment your supplies. Everyone can use a helping 

hand some;mes. 

And last, but not least, is a wonderful and tasty recipe for Mexi-

can Lasagna on the following page. 

Parish	Nurses’	Corner	
Barb Douglas, Parish Nurse  

Chad	and	Julie	Resser	Update:		Missionaries	in	Spain		
 

(An offering will be taken, on November 4th,  to support their work
.
 ) 

We recently met with one of our financial partners, and he gave us some advice. He told us that you, our financial support team, 

want to know our exact needs and why we have them. So, today we want to let you know some specifics about where we are finan-

cially and what our needs are. 

We currently have commitments for about 80% of our support need.  

There are a few reasons for this: 

1. The biggest reason is that we have significantly raised our housing budget. For the past 3 years, we have lived in an apartment and 

co-existed with a very difficult downstairs neighbor. Over the past couple of months we have come to realize the stress that our liv-

ing situa;on has put on our family. AHer much prayer and seeking godly counsel, we believe that God is leading us to move out of 

our apartment and pursue ren;ng a home for our family.  

2. Infla;on. We have now been living on support for 10 years and during that ;me the cost of living has gone up approximately 30%. 

Our support package naturally goes up as the cost of living increases, and we experience the same increases as everyone in areas 

such as medical insurance, for example. 

3. Lost support. As you might imagine with a support team of approximately 100 individuals and 11 churches, our financial partners 

go through life changes and that affects people's ability to partner with us. Over the 10 years that we have been on support, we have 

had partners pass away, experience illness or the loss of a spouse, change or lose jobs, divorce, re;re...etc.and this affects their abil-

ity to partner with us. We praise God for the financial partners He brings to our team while knowing that some will need to move on 

as God leads. 

We also have current needs for one-;me giHs, and here are a couple of reasons for that: 

1. One-;me giHs help with any short-fall we have at the end of the year. Each year one-;me giHs help us to end the year financially 

secure. This year has been par;cularly expensive for our family due to the costs associated with traveling and visi;ng the U.S.  

2. In recent years, due to complicated Spanish bureaucracy, we have needed to hire a lawyer to help us maintain our legal permis-

sion to live in Spain. We an;cipate that 2019 will be the same, which means that we will need approximately $5,000 to help us pay 

the legal fees to legally reside in Spain. 



Hello “F” Street Neighborhood Church, 

As we begin the month of November, the sermons are moving 

into the stewardship series, where we learn what the Bible has 

to say about managing God’s resources.  

God owns it all. We are asked, and expected to manage his re-

sources. The Bible has instructed us to take care of ourselves, 

then our families, then our communi;es, and finally the world 

at large. 

Stewardship can take many forms.  As a church, we will learn 

many ideas that help us understand what stewardship is, and 

how we can serve as good stewards of God’s resources, includ-

ing God’s people.  

 stew·ard·ship  - noun: A theological belief that humans are 

responsible for the world, and should take care of it. Believers in 

stewardship are usually people who believe in one God who 

created the universe and all that is within it, also believing that 

they must take care of crea�on and look a+er it. 

God has a great deal to say about this subject. Crown Financial 

did a survey of the Bible and found over 2350 verses that talk 

about money, economics, and stewardship. Some addi;onal, 

well published facts are: 

- In the New Testament, Jesus offers more wisdom and has 

more to say about money than any other subject besides the 

"Kingdom of God." 

- In the New Testament, Jesus talked more about money than 

he did Heaven and Hell combined.  Eleven of the 39 parables he 

tells are about finances. 

We are called by Jesus to learn about, and manage money and 

resources. Why? Why would we manage money well? Think 

about being a “good Chris;an.” Many toxic beliefs are out 

there, such as “money is the root of all evil.” Wrong! The Bible 

says, “The love of money…”  There is a big difference. As Chris-

;ans, we should make it a priority to manage money and build 

some wealth. If we don’t who will? Money is amoral.  It does 

not care if it’s used to prosper thieves, violence, oppressive 

governments, or killing. However, money used in the right 

hands, can be used for all the things that are good and decent 

in our world.  It is up to us to learn what  the Holy Spirit want us 

to do with money, and all of God’s resources. 

To that end, ‘F” Street Neighborhood Church is including, within 

the Stewardship series, a new opportunity for you to learn 

about money and building a legacy. I am very excited to an-

nounce that for the first ;me, we are going to offer Dave Ram-

sey’s Financial Peace University at the Redeemer building, 

star;ng January 6, 2019!             (con�nued on the next page)             

 Mexican Lasagna 

 

Nutri4onal informa4on per serving:  calories 304, total fat 10 g, saturated fat 4 g, cholesterol 52 mg, sodium 275 mg, total fiber    

6 g, protein 23 g, carbohydrates 314 g, potassium 550 mg, vitamin A 80%, vitamin C 15%, calcium 30%, iron 15%.  Percent Daily 

Values are based on a 2,000 calorie diet. 

Prep 4me:  10 minutes  Cook 4me:  35 minutes   Yield:  8 servings  Serving size:   1 square 

 

Ingredients for Potatoes: 

 

10 6-inch corn tor;llas 

2 c. canned, low sodium, black beans, rinsed 

4 c. or 2 cans of Mexican style tomatoes, and 1 can of tomato 

sauce, mixed together for a chunky sauce 

1 1/2 c. Monterey Jack cheese, grated 

1 bag (10oz) spinach leaves, rinsed 

2 c. chopped, roasted chicken or turkey (leHover friendly) 

Non-s;ck cooking spray 

 

  

Instruc4ons: 

 

1) Preheat oven to 400 F 

2) Lightly spray a 9x13” baking pan with cooking spray 

3) Place 2-3 tor;llas on the bo6om, trimming as needed to fit 

4) Add beans, 1 c. tomato sauce mix, 1/2 c. grated cheese 

5) Top with 2 or 3 more tor;llas 

6) Add 1 c. sauce mix with 2 more tor;llas 

7) Add chicken or turkey, and 1 c. of sauce mix, then top with 2 

more tor;llas 

8) Add 1 c. sauce mix 1/2 c. cheese, and cilantro 

9) Bake for 30 minutes, or un;l cheese is melted and browned, 

and the meat is thoroughly heated 

10) Let stand for 5 minutes, then cut into 8 even squares and 

serve 

“F”	Street	Church	Stewardship	Series	and	Financial	Peace	University	
Jeff Graham 



(Stewardship cont.) 

Dave is a teacher of biblical finance. He and his company have 

spent years reading the Bible to learn what God has to say about 

money.  They have created a series of classes to share this 

knowledge in an easily understandable format that’s funny, enter-

taining, enlightening, and will certainly change your life if you 

prac;ce the principals taught in this nine- week class. 

To find out more about Financial Peace University and The Legacy 

Journey, see the “F” Street Neighborhood Church website, click on 

“F Street Ministries,” and then the “Small Groups” link. You’ll learn 

what the baby steps are, get a preview of the classes, and hopeful-

ly be inspired to sign up! Mul;ple classes and loca;ons are availa-

ble. Make sure you sign up for the January 6
th

 class if you want to 

par;cipate with “F” Street Neighborhood Church!                         

 

John 

Wri6en between AD 85 and 95, while serving the church in Ephesus, John penned the gospel that highlights the divine quali;es of Christ 

as the Son of God.  One commentator says that the first half of John’s gospel might be known as the “Book of Signs,” because it high-

lights seven of Jesus’ miracles performed during his ministry.  This book, more than any of the other gospels, points to Jesus as the God-

man, the one who died for our sins, and was risen to new, eternal life.   Many of the miraculous signs that John captures in his book are 

wri6en so that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, and “that by believing in him you will have life by the power of his name.”  

Come, read and enjoy, the life-giving message and hope of eternal life in Christ that has brought countless people to belief in Jesus as 

their Lord and Savior. 

1 Thessalonians 

This le6er is wri6en by the apostle Paul as an encouragement to a fledgling church.  AHer stopping there on his second missionary jour-

ney, Paul preached in the synagogues over an approximately three months ;me.  During that ;me, he drew gen;les out of idolatry to a 

life in Christ.  Much of Paul’s teaching in this le6er encourages godliness amidst ques;ons and trials, so that the believer might look 

towards Christ’s return while their life is being sanc;fied by the hope of Jesus Christ.  The power of the Spirit to promote growth was, 

for Paul in this le6er, ul;mately ;ed to their hope in Christ’s return. 

2 Thessalonians 

Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians within a few months aHer his first le6er.  Wri;ng (to combat false teachers who distorted his words and 

even wrote false le6ers in his name), Paul writes about what to expect in the end ;mes.  The future hope of Christ’s return would pro-

vide the Thessalonian believers with encouragement in their suffering, and the mo;va;on to con;nue to grow in godliness, as they per-

severed amidst trial and hardship.  Hope in Christ, s;ll today, encourages the church to con;nue to honor God with how we live our 

lives and live responsibly for Him. 

2 Peter 

In his second le6er to the same group of believers, sca6ered throughout the north of Asia Minor, Peter defends “knowledge.”  Referred 

to, some fiHeen ;mes in the three chapters of this le6er, Peter reiterates that knowledge and knowing the word of God are the primary 

means of growth for the Chris;an.   Pursuing this spiritual maturity was the first line of defense against false teachers and here;cs, who 

sought to tear down the church with unbiblical theology about God.  This le6er encourages us to consider the importance we give in 

our own life - of clinging to knowledge of God as it is revealed in scripture.  For Peter, the proper knowledge of God could combat the 

false teachers living amongst the churches he wrote to, and could grow their faith by a6ending to the word of God. 
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